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Husband's Name: BENJAMIN SOUTHARD’ 
Born: 5 June 1738 Hempstead, Kings County, N.Y. 
Married: 22 December 1762 Hempstead, Kings County, N.Y. 
Died: 
Buried: 
Father: JOSEPH SOUTHARD 
Mother: CATHERINE BARNES 
Wife's Name: JANE COLLUM 
Born: 18 June 1744 Newtown, Queens County, N.Y. 
Died: 
Buried: 
Father: 
Mother: 

Issue: Born: Where: 
1) JOHN SOUTHARD 7 June 1763 Hempstead, Kings County, N.Y. 
2) REBECCA SOUTHARD 5 September 1765 Hempstead, Kings County, N.Y. 
3) ABEL SOUTHARD 21 MARCH 1768 HEMPSTEAD, KINGS COUNTY, N.Y. 
4) CALEB SOUTHARD 4 March 1771 


BENJAMIN was baptized, with his sister MARY, at Saint George’s Episcopal Church in 
Hempstead on 1744. He married JANE at the same church. Some researchers have 
challenged the parentage of BENJAMIN as noted above, going so far as to have their 
positions published in the New York Genealogical and Biographical journal. While their 
substantiating “proof” is commendable, what is most noteworthy is not what it contains, 
but rather, what it does not contain. A New Jersey descendant of BENJAMIN and JANE by 
the name of VIRGINIA (HOLLOWAY) LEE maintained a family bible. Within its pages appear 
the names ABEL, and his first wife LYDIA and CALEB with reference to his wife, probably 
MARY GINNINGS. The children of both are completely listed as well. What are most 
interesting are the entries: “BENJAMIN SOUTHARD, born June 5, 1738” and “wife JANE 
SOUTHARD, born June 18, 1744.” An assumption made on my part is that a person 
would not enter such information in something considered as precious as a family bible, 
unless there was a familial connection. As the date in the bible for BENJAMIN’s birth 
match exactly the entry in the baptismal register of Saint George’s Episcopal Church in 
Hempstead, an entry which gives BENJAMIN’S parents names, it is a safe assumption 
that, indeed, these two records refer to the same person, exactly as RALPH K. POTTER 
asserted in his 1974 book. 

A different assertion by POTTER however is tenuous, at best. That assertion is the 
three alleged marriages of BENJAMIN: first to JANE, a second license issued to marry 
ABIGAIL HEWITT on 21 April 1773 in Cumberland County, NJ, and the third license to 
marry PRISCILLA HILDRETH issued on 22 May 1789 in Cape May County, NJ. Having 
examined personally the two licenses, the signatures do not match. The third license is 
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“signed” with an X while the second one bears a full signature — unlikely that someone 
forgot how to write between 1773 and 1789! 

That BENJAMIN did move to New Jersey is supported by the signature of BENJAMIN 
SOUTHARD appearing on the application for a marriage license issued for his brother 
JOHN to marry HANNAH FALKINBURGH in Little Egg Harbor Township, Monmouth County 
on 20 March 1767. Of course the existence of brothers named JOHN and BENJAMIN 
SOUTHARD in no way establishes, as fact, that they are the same as our ancestor and 
his brother. 


ISSUE: 


1) JOHN SOUTHARD: 
a) JOHN LUDWICH SOUTHARD 


2) REBECCA SOUTHARD: 
3) ABEL SOUTHARD: married LYDIA ? Their story is continued in a separate section. 


4) CALEB SOUTHARD: A CALEB SOUTHARD married MARY GINNINGS on 22 September 
1808 in Monmouth County, NJ.* She died 3 January 1835.° It has not yet been 
determined that this marriage refers to the one of CALEB and MARY of this section. 
However, this marriage has not been documented elsewhere in the published 
genealogies and would explain why brother ABEL, with several children in tow, would 
move to New Jersey after the death of his first wife in 1816. 


Endnotes 





‘Vide Potter, op. cit., pp.115-116. 
* New Jersey Marriages, 1690-1900; Southard surname extracted from internet database by author. 


° Virgina (Holloway) Lee Bible Records, Nettie Allen Collection, Bernards Township Public Library. 
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